






that all its members are in on the joke: “priceless” of course is the 
ever-receding horizon, the carrot so to speak that we dangle in front 
of self-valorizing value itself in order to keep it striving to quantify 
that which resists measurement. We faithful share in that same 
commixture of control and abandon that marks out the “good” hedge 
fund manager as well as the “good” artist: having “skin in the game” 
while maintaining an elevated perspective.

By denying the perpetual deferment of “priceless” and insisting that 
an exact number should caption the images of my loved people and 
places as well as my still lifes   , I hope to be clear: it is this double 
function, so elegantly described by Georg Simmel2 that makes 
money such a powerful piece of code and lends it its Trojan quality. 
Its paradoxical status as both pure sign and store of value, its being 
so intensely real and fictitious, is a line of self-contradiction that 
precludes any criticality, at least at long first. 

This I think money shares with photography: this simultaneous 
being and representing, this oscillating splitting and linking that we 
cannot help but gaze at in wonder, as at an emerging wilderness. It 
will take a sober measure of fulfilled nihilism3 to inhabit this place 
subversively. I begin by assuming both that everything has its price 
and that things are only as real as they are photographable. This I 
hope will sharpen my sense for what is left: islands shrouded in a fog 
that this lens will not penetrate.

1. Klossowski, P.,  “Living Currency,” http://monoskop.org/images/b/b0/Klossowski_
Pierre_Living_Currency.pdf.

2. See also Von Flotov, P., “Die Auflösung des Substantiellen und die ‘Doppelrolle des 
Geldes,’” in Geld, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft (Berlin: Suhrkamp, 1994).

3. Cacciari, M., “Epilogue: On the Architecture of Nihilism,” in Architecture and 
Nihilism: On the Philosophy of Modern Architecture, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1993).

education USD 2’093.58 / month
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USD 33’210 interest free, repaid in full

EUR 76’885.15 including opportunity cost of money
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future liabilities neither known nor limited

hackleback caviar USD 28 / ounce
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cubo-dodecahedral fluorite 78 USD / lb

USD 39’792 per annum
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gifts in excess of CHF 706’000

flights USD 4’275.45
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